Moses Ashley Curtis of North Carolina
(11 May 1808 — 10 April 1872)
A Descendant of Thomas Curtis and Elizabeth Salmon of Wethersfield, CT
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Moses Ashley Curtis

Moses Ashley Curtis was born in Stockbridge, Massachusetts and educated at Williams College in
Massachusetts. After graduating, he became a tutor for the children of former Governor Edward Bishop Dudley
in Wilmington, North Carolina, returning to Massachusetts in 1833 to study theology. He married Mary de
Rossett in 1834, was ordained in 1835 and obtained a post to teach at the Episcopal school at Raleigh, North
Carolina. He became rector of the Protestant Episcopal Church at Hillsborough, North Carolina in 1841 and in
charge of a parish at Society Hill, South Carolina in 1847 before returning to the Protestant Episcopal Church at
Hillsborough in 1857. He died in Hillsborough, North Carolina in 1872.

As a botanist, Curtis explored the southern Appalachian Mountains, embarking on a major expedition in 1839.
It was said that “No living botanist ... is so well acquainted with the vegetation of the southern Allegheny
Mountains ...” and that he “... was among the first to retrace the steps and rediscover the plants found and
published by the elder Michaux, in the higher Alleghany Mountains.” For the last twenty-five years of his life,
he studied and became an authority on mycology. (Source: Wikipedia)
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Moses Ashley Curies (1808-1872), born in Stockbrnidge, Massachusetes, was an Episcopal
praest, a teacher, bomst, muosician, and mycologise. In 1830 he went o Wilmington,
North Caroli, whoe he was lirst employed as a wator for the family of Edward B.
Dudley. Dunng the yens 1830-1855 he and Dy, James F. McRee became partners in
studying the plants growing i the Wilmington area. This hobby developed o a lifetime
pursuit of knowledege about planis—in particular, fungi. Although he went back to
Massachusetts for the beginning of his theological waining, Curtis returned to North
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Caroliog alter a tew months, marvied Mary Jane de Rosset of Wilmaoguon, and ton the rest
of his life remained in the state, except for the years 1847 w 1856, when heand his Lonaly
lived in Soctety Hill, South Carolina. A versatile and brilliant man, Curtis was highly
respected {or his valuable contributions not only 1o the Episcopal Church bur alsocin the
fields of education (he aught from 1857 1o 1540 10 the Raleigh Epnscopal School lor Boys),
music, and espeeiadly science. Except lor the years an Socicty Tl Catis served as peiest of
St Matthew's Charch in Hillsbhorough from 1840 untl his death. Powell, DNCE, |,
lT.ﬂ-.Ih'._ ' . Lt
MOSES ASHLEY CURTIS (1808-1872) Scientist, Clergyman. Native of Massachusetts. Rector of St.
Matthew's Church, 1841-1847, 1856-1872. Head of Episcopal School for Boys, Raleigh, 1837-1839. Made
scientific study of fungi, shrubs, woody vines, and other plants. Discovered and named number of new plants.
First to understand and describe process by which Venus Fly Trap "eats" insects. ("Orange County - 1752-

1952" edited by Hugh Lefler and Paul Wager, published in 1953)

Moses Ashley Curtis was a seventh-generation descendent of a line from Thomas Curtis (1598-1681) and
Elizabeth Salmon of Wethersfield, CT; thus, Moses’, Rev. Jared® (1777-1862) and Thankful Ashley, Isaac®
(1749-1831) and Hannah Higbee, Elnathan* (1713-1781) and Rose Weller, Capt. Thomas® (1680-1781) and
Mary Goodrich, Joseph? (1644-1683) and Mercy Deming, Thomas® and Elizabeth Salmon. (Curtis/s Family
Society)

Mary Jane de Rossett, wife of Moses’ Ashley Curtis, was born on August 10, 1813 in Wilmington, NC. She
died on 21 July 1903 in Lincolnton, Lincoln Co., NC. (FindAGrave)

The Ten Children of Moses’ Ashley Curtis and Mary Jane de Rossett

William® White Curtis, born in December 1837 and died on Aug 5, 1843. He is buried in the cemetery at Saint
Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Hillsborough, Orange County, NC. (Source: FindAGrave, CFS Database)
Armand® de Rossett Curtis, born in 1839, died Aug 4, 1856 and buried in Oakdale Cemetery, Wilmington,
NC. (Source: Find-a-Grave)

Moses® Ashley Curtis 11, son of Moses’ Ashley Curtis (Sr.) and Mary de Rossett, born 29 April 1842 in
Hillsborough, NC and died a widower in on 9 Jan 1933 in Wilmington while living with daughter Susan



Alexander. He married, on April 29, 1873 or 1875 in Saint Matthew’s Church in Hillsborough, Mary Hollock
Nash. She was born on Feb 26, 1844 in Hillsborough and died on Dec 27, 1921 in Wilmington, NC. In the

1920 census, Moses® was a railroad clerk in 1880 census.

The Three Children of Moses® Ashley Curtis and Mary Nash:

Mabel® Curtis, born 3 Sept 1875 and died 19 Dec 1954 in Tarboro, NC. She married Dr. Leon

Edgar Norfleet, M.D. on 29 April 1897 in Tarboro, NC. He was born 22 June 1864 and died 12 Sep
1942 in Tarboro. Their children: Ashley Curtis Norfleet (born May 1900 NC), Mabel Norfleet (born
about 1903NC), Robert Norfleet (born about 1908NC), Mary N. Norfleet (born about 1912NC).
(Sources: 1900/1910/1920/1930 US Census, Nash Family Record, Ancestry.com - Family Tree)

Wedding Photo of Mabel Curtis, 1897
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Susan® Wooster Curtis — born Nov 1878. She was married about 1900, worked at the Customs House
in Wilmington, NC and was widowed in the 1920 census. Her parents (Moses® (11) and Mary) were
living with her in the 1920 census and in the 1930 census her father Moses® Ashley Curtis, widower
age 88, was living with her. Sue C. Alexander was listed as head-of-household in the 1930 census. Sue



had children: Mary A. Alexander (born about 1910) and John “Jack” Alexander (born about 1913). Sue
died on 11 Feb 1953 (NC Death Collection).

Moses® Ashley Curtis 111 — born Dec 7, 1885 Hillshorough, Orange Co., NC, died Oct 31, 1934 in
Washington, D.C. Buried: Oakdale Cemetery, Wilmington, New Hanover Co., NC. He married Fanny
Murchinson, born April 28,1888 in Wilmington, NC; died Feb 1, 1967 Wilmington, NC. Her parents
were Joel William Murchinson and Leslie Atkinson. The 1910 census shows Moses Ashley Curtis 111 as
a boarder and single in the home of William & Lizzie DeRossett in Wilmington, NC. He is a clerk for
the Atlantic Coast Railroad. In the 1910 census, Moses was married and living in a Washington, DC
boarding house (without Fannie listed) and occupation as a salesman for a manufacturing company. In
the 1930 census, Moses and Fannie are renting at Fannie’s sister’s (Jennifer A. Murchinson, born about
1890) establishment at 1643 Connecticut Ave, NW, Washington, DC. Moses and Fannie were married
in about 1909. It does not appear they had children.

(Sources: Death certificate for Fanny & Mabel, Find-A-Grave for Moses® Curtis 111, US Census)
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John® Henry Curtis, born 14 Feb 1844, died Mar 23, 1865. Buried Saint Matthews Episcopal Church
Cemetery, Hillsborough, Orange Co., NC. Monument inscription says “Son of M.A. and Mary Curtis.” He may
be the same John Henry Curtis who served in the 3" N.C. Artillery during the Civil War.
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Charles® Jared Curtis, born November 1847 in South Carolina (probably Society Hill, Darlington), died 10
Nov 1931 in Anne Arundel County, Maryland. Resided in Hillsborough, Orange Co, NC in 1880, Tilghmanton,
Washington Co., MD in 1900, Piscataway, Prince Georges Co., MD in 1910 & 1920, Anne Arundel Co., MD in
1930. Married Margaret Watkins Ingleheart in 1899. She was born 31 Jan 1863 in MD and died 24 Jan 1954 in

MD. She was daughter of Thomas Sellman Ingleheart (1820-1904) and Margaret Ella Welsh (1836-1930).
They had no children as per census.

Katharine® Fullerton Curtis, born October 7, 1845 and died September 28, 1922 Wilmington NC, retired
school teacher, single. Buried in Saint Matthews, Hillsborough, NC (Sources: Death Certificate, FindAGrave)
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Elizabeth® “Lizzie” de Rossett Curtis, born 25 May 1854 Society Hill, SC and died July 9, 1928 in Charlotte,
Mecklenburg Co, NC. Single. She was buried in Saint Matthews Episcopal Church Cemetery, Hillsborough,
Orange Co., NC on July 10, 1928. (Source: FindAGrave, Death Certificate on next page.)
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Mary® Louise/Louisa Curtis, born in July 1849 in South Carolina and died June 30, 1929 in Buncombe Co.,
NC. She married William Shipp Bynum (1848-1898). Mary was a widow in the 1900 census. Children: William
Preston Bynum (1871-1891); Mary deRossett Bynum (Apr 1874-1968) who married William  Hoke Sumner
(1871-1940); Eliza Shipp Bynum (1876-1959) who married Butler A. Justice; Katherine Fullerton Bynum
(1878-1886); Minna Curtis Bynum (Dec 1880-1955) who married Dr. Archibald Henderson, M.D.; Curtis
Ashley Bynum (July 1882-1964); Bartlett Shipp Bynum (1884-1894); and Susan Allen Bynum (June 1887-
1976). (Source 1900 census, FindAGrave, Ancestry.com Family Tree)

“Mary Louise Curtis, dau. of Episcopal Clergyman, Dr. Moses Ashley Curtis of Hillsborough, NC.” Sky-
Land Magazine, Sept 1914.

Magdalene® de Rossett Curtis was born in April 1851 and died the same year.

Caroline® “Carrie” Curtis, born 17 July 1852 and died 7 Oct 1862. Buried Saint Matthews Episcopal

Church Cemetery, Hillsborough, Orange Co., NC. Tombstone inscribed “Carrie Curtis.” (Find-a-Grave)



Nash Family Record
Courtesy of the North Carolina State Archives
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